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Dr. Chima Ohaegbulam
in the News

What Happened to Clooney’s Back?

He was filming a brutal torture
scene for Syriana, but the real
pain didn’t begin until later. |
started to have these massive
headaches, and | thought | was
having an aneurysm,” Clooney
told David Letterman. Tests in-
dicated that he tore his dura
mater, the sheathing around

the spine. Spinal fluid leaked
into his body—and at one point,
says Clooney, out of his nose.

Such spontaneous leakages are
“extremely rare, but they do
happen,” says New England
Baptist Hospital neurosurgeon
Dr. Chima Ohaegbulam (who
didn't treat the actor).

Multiple operations (involv-
ing plastic bolts and spinal glue)
helped shore up his spine, and
Clooney has almost all his
mobility back. “I've got nice
scars all the way down to here,”
he told PEOPLE, pointing from
his neck to his back. “It’s get-
ting there, slowly but surely.”
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After a scary spinal injury, George Clooney returns
with his new movie about TV journalism’s glory days




